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Tanana Lakes Recreation Area

Project Scope/Description:
This project will complete the development of the Tanana Lakes Recreation Area (TLRA) as envisioned in the 2007 Master
Plan. Since opening in 2014, many projects have been constructed in TLRA, including the clean up of the area, roads,
parking lots, the two boat launches, a playground, restrooms, park-wide signage, and several trails and kiosks. In 2022, the
South Lathrop Street connection will be constructed between the railroad and the motorized boat launch using a
combination of federal grant funds and FNSB match. A current summary of funds shows that Federal funds have paid for
about 74% of existing park development, while local funds have contributed 19% with private and state funds providing the
rest.
Several projects are currently in progress while there are many more to be completed to achieve the full vision of the
master plan, including the completion of all park roads, resurfacing of some existing roads, new parking areas, existing
parking area resurfacing, gates, entrance station, campgrounds, ADA pathways, non-motorized and motorized trails, trail
kiosks, park-wide and trail signage, additional restrooms, shower/change houses, warm-up huts, equestrian trails, an
off-road vehicle (ORV) park, volleyball courts, a frisbee golf course, boardwalk viewing platforms, an archery range, an
additional swim beach, a large lawn gathering area, and several additional picnic areas with pavilions.
The proposed project will begin with a public scoping process. This process will help focus the desires of the public. Public
input will influence the project scope and additional priorities could be identified. This proposal represents the maintenance
needs and priorities identified by the Parks and Recreation Department, developed to meet modern standards. It is
expected that the projects outlined in this proposal would be constructed in phases due to cost restrictions.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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FNSB CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
SAFETY AND CODE COMPLIANCE
1. Does the project reduce or eliminate a health or safety risk?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:
Many of the roads in TLRA are not complete and are made from loose gravel. ADA access to facilities does not yet exist
in many locations. Many areas of the park are not closed off to unrestricted activities and planned development and gates
would remove some of the conflicts between recreationists and illegal activities. An entrance station would provide park
staff the ability to educate users about how to safely use the park. New trails, expanded parking areas, new wider roads,
and non-motorized routes in the park would encourage multi-modal use, take pressure off vehicle infrastructure, and
provide safer, designated routes for bikes and pedestrians. Many people use TLRA as a gateway to the Alaskan
wilderness, all year round, having a centrally-located, main entrance station on Lathrop Street would provide an important
interface with those users for information about access to military lands, river conditions, weather conditions, or
regulations. TLRA saw approximately 209,000 visitors in 2018 and use is expected to increase, putting further pressure
on existing facilities. These improvements will provide safer access for users of all abilities in our community.

2. In your opinion, what is the current condition of the facility?
☐ Poor
☐ This is a new facility
☐ Fair
☐ Good
☐ Excellent
Please explain:

The park infrastructure has been built in phases since its opening in 2014. It allows
for basic access to the amenities and recreation opportunities in the area, but can
exclude some users. Road surfacing is generally loose gravel and dusty and can be
improved to prevent rutting and provide more even surfaces. Trail surfacing varies
but can be rough. Signage in the park is sparse and/or inconsistent and not as
adequate as users would like to see.

3. Does the project improve accessibility compliance? (For example: parking lot design, doorway
design, counter height, floor access, restroom access, etc.)
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:
Parking lot improvements, restrooms, pathways, and trail access would be ADA
compliant and provide ADA access in the park where it is currently lacking. ADA is a
federal law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability and requires that
new or altered facilities be made accessible.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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FACILITY CONDITION
4. How old is the facility since original construction?
☐ 41+ years
☐ This is a new facility
☐ 31 - 40 years
☐ 21 - 30 years
☐ 11 - 20 years
☐ 0 - 10 years
5. Does the project replace an existing facility?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
If yes, please identify the building it would replace and any other supporting information,
including the condition of the existing facility (poor, fair, good, excellent):
This project would complete parts of the 2007 Master Plan that have not already
been construction. All proposed improvements here are for new facilities.

PROJECT FUNDING
6. What is the status of project funding?
☐ Fully funded
☐ Partially funded
☐ No funding
Please identify the source and amount of any funding that is already secured in support of
this project:
$2 million has been secured from 2016 Alaska Federal Lands Access Program (AFLAP) for the South Lathrop
Street Extension. $2.5 million will come from AFLAP 2019 in 2020 for the Northlake Lane road connection to South
Lathrop Street and the associated amenities (restrooms, trails, ADA parking, etc.). $227,244 has been paid towards
the project from FNSB the required 2016 AFLAP 9.03% match and $248,159 will be requested from the Assembly
in October for the 2019 AFLAP 9.03% match.
$289,300 has been secured from FAST Planning (formerly FMATS) for the South Lathrop Street Extension and it is
planned that FAST will provide an additional $1.4 million by 2020. See attached map labeled "Tanana Lakes
Recreation Area - AFLAP Summary" for the description of items in TLRA that are "in progress" and at least partially
funded with AFLAP funds, FAST planning funds, and FNSB required match.
In order to complete the remaining infrastructure and amenities in the park, $13.9 million would be needed. See
attached concept level estimate for rough costs for these remaining items.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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7. Are there grant, foundation, sponsorship, or other alternative sources of funding available
for this project?
☐ Yes
☐ No
a. If yes, is there a match requirement?
☐ Yes
☐ No
b. If a match is required, how much? Please choose the most applicable option.
☐ 1 - 10% match required
☐ 11 - 20% match required
☐ 21 - 30% match required
☐ 31 - 40% match required
☐ +41% match required
Please identify the potential funding sources, how the project is eligible for such funds, any
work done to commit such funds (i.e., application or proposal submitted and/or approved),
and any additionally relevant information:

FNSB Parks and Recreation has nominated the Northlake Lane road connection,
electric utilities, and a restroom at the non-motorized boat launch for a Community
Transportation Program (CTP) project with Alaska Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF) for a request for $1.59 million (see Item 1 in
project cost estimate). This program was identified by Western Federal Lands
(managing the two AFLAP awards) and AKDOT&PF as a potential funding source
for roads outside of the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA), which TLRA meets this
criteria. AKDOT&PF has accepted the nomination and it is currently in review.

8. If applicable, does your organization plan on contributing any funds?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If yes, please identify the amount and source of funds planned in contribution of this
project:

FNSB General Funds would likely be used to provide the 9.03% required match for
CTP funds and/or AFLAP 2019.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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ENVIRONMENTAL
9. Will the project clean up contamination (such as lead, asbestos, fuel contamination, etc.)?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
Please explain:

There are no known contamination issues.

10. Does the project improve air quality?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:
The CTP nomination that is in progress with AKDOT&PF would provide electric utilities
and vehicle plug-ins at the non-motorized boat launch and could qualify for the CMAQ
program funds as well. The non-motoroized boat launch is used as the main trailhead or
hub of activity during the winter season. This is a particularly cold part of Fairbanks on the
south side of town with poor air quality during times. Vehicle plug-ins would benefit air
quality. The road network upgrades would also reduce vehicle miles traveled between
Fairbanks and park facilities, and would therefore reduce emissions and improve air
quality.

11. Will the project reduce storm water runoff?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
Please explain:
Because this project would expand development, it would not improve stormwater
runoff. Although new construction projects in TLRA would use green infrastructure
best management practices (BMPs) to ensure runoff was captured, filtered, and
retained on site to the fullest extent possible. Properly designed, installed, and
maintained green infrastructure BMPs like these offer a great benefit to the
community's water resources and most often cost less to build
and maintain than structural techniques.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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12. Will the project improve groundwater quality?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
Please explain:
Groundwater quality at this location is unknown.

13. Will the project improve energy efficiency?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:

Improving the road infrastructure and shortening vehicle miles traveled to and from
the park will reduce emissions and improve efficiency of the road network in the
area. Providing vehicle plug-ins at a highly used winter facility where there currently
are none will improve personal vehicle efficiency. Providing electric utilities will
provide power options in the park where there currently are none, allowing for high
efficiency lighting to improve safety at intersections. It will allow other options for
operating in the park.

PUBLIC USE
14. Will the project improve the customer experience?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:

TLRA is growing in popularity and serves a large portion of the population of
Fairbanks, Fort Wainwright, Eielson Air Force Base, and out-of-state visitors. TLRA
and the areas beyond provide opportunities for hunting, fishing, boating, off-road
vehicles, biking, hiking, bird-watching, berry picking, snowmaching, skiing, dog sled
tours, and more. This area is often the first place new residents or visitors come to
experience the Alaskan "wilderness" and could provide much more with the addition
of ADA access, an entrance station, improved roads, improved signage and access.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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15. Is the project served by a fixed transit route?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
Please explain:

16. Will the project improve facility capacity?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:

Increased parking areas, more efficient road systems, more facilities, and vehicle
plug-ins will allow users to stay and use the area longer and more comfortably.
Improving and providing ADA where there is currently none will allow more users of
different abilities to use the park.

ONGOING MAINTENANCE COST
17. Will the project reduce utility expenses on a cost per square foot ($/SF)?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:
There no utilities currently in TLRA. Bringing power into the park would add cost for
those added utilities, however, having power would increase efficiency of staff and
provide increased options for equipment use.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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18. Will the project reduce maintenance expenses on a cost per square foot ($/SF)?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:

The improved road network, road conditions, trail networks, gates, and restrooms will
reduce maintenance required to keep road surfaces usable. Trails will provide
alternative access options and reduce pressure on the roads. Gates will allow staff to
prevent unrestricted activities in key areas and reduce the amount of management
and clean-up required for those areas. Restrooms will provide services that are
needed in several areas in the park where they don't currently exist and reduce the
amount of management done by staff.

19. Will the project extend the life of an existing facility?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Please explain:
Improved roads and surfacing will reduce unrestricted vehicle use of the levee
system and other informal roads or trails in the area. Formalizing the development
within the park will help users identify key use areas and reduce the ability or desire
to wander into unrestricted areas.

PLANNING AND DESIGN
20. Does the project have complete designs?
■ No
☐ Yes
☐
Please explain:
The South Lathrop Street project is currently in the design phase and is being
managed by Western Federal Lands. The designs for this project should be
complete by summer of 2020. No other projects within TLRA have designs or are in
the process of being designed.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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21. Have there been any project scope and/or engineering studies done?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If yes, please explain all work that has been done on this project to date. Please attach and
submit all relevant information as part of the project nomination packet.
The 2016 and 2019 AFLAP projects for South Lathrop Street, Northlake Lane
connection, associated ADA parking, trails, non-motorized boat launch restroom,
and the swim beach parking lot expansion, have the scope being developed for fall
of 2019. The TLRA Master Plan was completed and adopted in 2007 and has
guided development since then. The TLRA Acceleration Plan was completed in
2008 and helped initiate development. The picnic pavilion playground has
engineering drawings from 2018 and was constructed the same year.

BUDGET IMPACT
22. How will the project impact the operation budget for the affected department?
☐ Increase the operating budget
☐ Maintain the operating budget
☐ Decrease the operating budget
Please explain:
New or improved facilities will reduce maintenance costs, while it's expected that
the expansion and addition of facility types will add to maintenance costs.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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POPULATION REACHED
23. What type of population will be served by the proposed project?
☐ Regional areawide users
☐ Single community
☐ Multiple neighborhoods
☐ Single neighborhood
Please describe the area, population served, and the need that will be met by this project:

TLRA provides recreation opportunities on a regional and state-wide scale. It serves
local Fairbanks residents, North Pole residents, active-duty military on Fort
Wainwright or Eielson Air Force Base, UAF students and faculty, and out-of-state
visitors who come for the Alaskan outdoor recreation experience. In the summer that
includes boating, swimming, hiking, fishing, ATVing, and cycling and in the winter
that includes aurora, ice fishing, skiing, snowmachining, and dog-mushing
experiences.

SUPPORT
24. Please select all applicable form of support this project has:
☐ Resolutions of support (agencies, governments, etc.)
☐ Letters of support (groups, businesses, organizations, etc.)
☐ General public support or letters from residents
Please explain levels of support identified above and provide specific examples:
The TLRA has 18 ordinances and 18 resolutions that were adopted by the Borough Assembly,
all in support of its development according to the Master Plan.
The Master Plan included extensive public process. The many smaller projects that have
supported the master plan since its adoption have received widespread public support and
letters of support from partner groups as we continue to apply for grant funds.
The Parks and Recreation Department hosted a Community Engagement Survey during spring
2019, from which many positive comments from the public were made about TLRA. See
attached for a sample of most relevant comments from the public.

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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25. Does this project meet any goals or objectives that are identified in any Borough plans (such
as the Comprehensive Plan)?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If yes, please identify which goals and objectives in specific plans that this project meets:
2015 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) of Fairbanks - the goal
to "diversify visitor attractions and facilities to extend the tourism season and expand the
types of visitors attracted to the Borough."
CEDS objective to "support the design, construction and maintenance of trail, road, rail,
and air transportation systems that improve access to the region."
Action 6.6 in the Alaska Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan, Let's Keep Moving
2036 (AKDOT&PF Dec 2016) that states facilities shall "incorporate the needs of the
mobility-impaired in facility design to develop a transportation system that is accessible
by all Alaskans."
The FNSB Comprehensive Plan: Community and Human Resource, Goal 1, to have
services and facilities that enrich the quality of life for all residents, Strategy 2, 3, and 4.
Transportation and Infrastructure, Goal 1, to have a safe, efficient, multimodal
transportation system that anticipates community growth, Strategies 1-5.
The FNSB Parks and Recreation Plan: Goal 1, Provide year-round recreational
opportunities for all Borough
residents, Objectives C, D, E.

PROJECT COST
26. What is the estimated project cost?

$ 13.9 million

Please explain why this cost is reasonable and should be allocated to this project:
TLRA, an incredibly popular year round resource, saw close to 210,000 visitors in 2018,
and use is expected to continue to grow. It doesn't currently provide consistent ADA
access which limits the usability of the area for a part of our population. Providing
access is a responsibility of our community to ensure that every community member has
the same options, regardless of abilities. Federal funds have paid for about 74% of
existing park development, while local funds have contributed 19% while private and
state funds provided the rest.
The existing demand for access to the area is currently growing. Capacity for park roads
is not known, but the facility was designed for future growth and expansion as the
population demands increase. From 2017 to 2018, the number of visitors went up 5%
from 198,468 (total annual visitors for 2017) to 207,954 (total annual visitors for 2018).
The Eielson Regional Growth Plan of 2018 also predicts the addition of 3,300 additional
residents to the Borough by 2022 or a 10% increase in population in the Borough area
by 2030. With population growth comes increased use of community resources and
pressure on facilities including recreation based opportunities like those at TLRA..

Learn more at: www.fnsb.us/CIP
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Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - CIP

TLRA Support and Funders
August 2019, Alaska Federal Lands Access Program, Program
Decision Committee meeting field trip to Tanana Lakes Recreation
Area. Community leaders who came to show support included
FAST planning, FNSB Borough Mayor Ward, City of Fairbanks
Mayor Matherly, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and the US
Army Fort Wainwright.

Large Events at TLRA
Above - March 2019, Skate the Lake
Below - October 2019, Trails Challenge Awards at Picnic Pavilion. TLRA continues to provide a key space for large groups
and events as it has large shelter, bathrooms, parking, and a
small lawn area. It continues to grow in popularity.

Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - CIP

March 14, 2019 - Non-Motorized Boat Launch Parking
Area on Westlake Lane
Skate the Lake and Winter TRY-athlon event. Note the
high number of visitors, vehicle congestion, and lack
of restrooms in this area.

Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - CIP

Swim Beach Parking Area
Existing portable chemical toilets

Existing Swim Beach - view from peninsula, looking north

Existing Swim Beach
Existing Swim Beach - view looking southwest towards
Cushman Lake

Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - CIP

Northlake Lane, overflowing parking
onto roadway, shared with pedestrians

Existing Swim Beach Parking Lot

Northlake Lane and view towards Swim Beach Parking area
(looking to the east)
Existing Swim Beach Parking Lot

Current portable toilets at Swim Beach Parking area and lack
of accessible pathways

Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - CIP

Existing Boat Launch and Parking Lot

South Lathrop Street (to Fairbanks)
AFLAP 2016
and 2019
award, FAST
planning, and
FNSB match

Railroad

Industrial Area
Planned
Access
Improvements
Phase One - S. Lathrop Street Extension to Levee
Entrance (Section 1 in 2016 AFLAP proposal)
Phase One - S. Lathrop Street Extension, Levee to
Boat Launch (Section 2 in 2016 AFLAP proposal)

Tanana Flood Control Levee
Cinch Street (Groin 9)
Future
Development
Area

Future Entrance
Station location

Phase Two - Northlake Lane Extension and Associated Amenities

Northlake Lane

Resurfacing of exisitng
parking lot
Bicycle Racks

Asphalt paved
parking for ADA
spaces

ADA Pathways

Existing Swim
Beach

Existing Peninsula
Playground
Existing trail

Asphalt paved
parking for ADA
spaces

(2) Doublevaulted toilets
Existing trail
to picnic
pavilion

Future trail (not in project)

Cushman
Lake

Tanana
Lake

Boat Launch Motorized

Westlake Lane

(Tanana River Access)

(1) Double-vaulted toilet
0

250
0

500
250

750 Feet
500

750

Feet

Boat Launch Non-Motorized
(Cushman Lake Access)

Tanana Lakes Recreation Area - AFLAP Summary

rev. 10/07/2019

FNSB Department of Parks and Recreation

2019 CIP - Concept Estimate
Tanana Lakes Recreation Area
ITEM NO.

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE
DESCRIPTION

QUANTITY

PAY UNIT

ROADS
NORTHLAKE LANE CONNECTION, LIGHTING, PLUG-INS
NORTHLAKE LANE RESURFACING, E1
ROADS RESURFACING
NEW ROADS, NORTH OF BOAT LAUNCH
GATE

1
1
8,800
3,500
4

LUMP SUM
LUMP SUM
SQ YARDS
LF
EA

PARKING
PARKING LOT EXPANSIONS
NON-MOTORIZED LAUNCH/WINTER TRAILHEAD PARKING
ADA PARKING SPACES

3
6,111
25

UTILITIES
ELECTRIC UTILITIES (WITHIN PARK)
ELECTRIC UTILITIES (TO GET TO PARK)
DOUBLE VAULTED TOILETS

UNIT PRICE

AMOUNT

$1,590,537.00
$50,000.00
$13.00
$375.00
$20,000.00

$1,590,537.00
$50,000.00
$114,400.00
$1,312,500.00
$80,000.00

EA
SQ YDS
EA

$100,000.00
$45.00
$10,000.00

$300,000.00
$274,995.00
$250,000.00

1
1
5

LUMP SUM
LUMP SUM
EA

$100,000.00
$40,000.00
$100,000.00

$100,000.00
$40,000.00
$500,000.00

BUILDINGS
ENTRANCE STATION
PICNIC PAVILIONS
CHANGE HOUSE/ WARMING HUT

1
2
2

LUMP SUM
EA
LUMP SUM

$75,000.00
$200,000.00
$150,000.00

$75,000.00
$400,000.00
$300,000.00

OTHER AMENITIES
OPEN LAWN SPACE FOR LARGE EVENTS
CAMPGROUND, MINIMUM 48 SPACES
PLAYGROUNDS

1
1
2

LUMP SUM
LUMP SUM
EA

$750,000.00
$750,000.00
$200,000.00

$750,000.00
$750,000.00
$400,000.00

115,000
50,000

SQ FT
SQ FT

$7.00
$7.00

$805,000.00
$350,000.00

1

LUMP SUM

$50,000.00

$50,000.00

1

LUMP SUM

1
1

LUMP SUM
LUMP SUM

TRAILS
ADA TRAILS
GOOSE ISLAND TRAILS

640(1)
641(3)
642(1)
643(2)

MOBILIZATION AND DEMOBILIZATION
TEMPORARY EROSION, SEDIMENT AND POLLUTION
CONTROL
CONSTRUCTION SURVEYING
TRAFFIC MAINTENANCE

$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$15,000.00

Miscellaneous Items (Est. Contingency) 20%
Total Basic Bid
Enviro, Design and Const. Admin. At 35%
Project Total:

W:\ParkRec\ParksandRecreation\Shared\PARK MAIN\PROJECTS\CIP Master\TLRA Completion\CIP ‐ TLRA estimateCIP ‐ TLRA estimate

$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$15,000.00

$1,721,486.40
$10,328,918.40
$3,615,121.44
$13,944,039.84

Public Comments regarding Tanana Lakes received in the
Community Engagement Survey, Spring 2019
1. It would be awesome to have a paved road to Tanana Lakes because the road gets so much
traffic in the summer. It would also be nice to have running water bathrooms and showers at
Tanana Lakes because of the swimmer's itch. I think these should be high priorities. The Tanana
Lakes area is WONDERFUL and I am so grateful for it!
2. The roads to Tanana lakes and the shooting range need more maint. and grading during summer
months Very rough on boat trailers.
3. Advertise on a LARGE scale both Chena & Tanana lakes recreational areas for tourists during the
summer months.
4. Bathroom year round open at Tanana Lakes. Such a bummer as a female to not be able to pee
before/after skiing
5. Bathrooms and changing rooms at Tanana lakes and helmets for tanana lakes skating
6. Better signs on the Tanana Lakes cross‐country ski trails. It's not always clear how they all
connect.
7. Create electric hook ups at chena lakes camp ground. Water hook ups would also be nice but
not nearly as feasible. Develop a camp ground at tanana lake (preferably with hook ups for rvs).
It would be nice to have a bath house with hot showers at local camp grounds.
8. Get swimmers itch out of tanana lakes or open a different place
9. I’d love to see camp sites at Tanana Lakes and flushing toilets. More open skate hours at the Big
Dipper. A new swimming facility with slides, shallow water for wading and playing.
10. Love the trails, parks, and facilities. The only complaint/change I'd like to see is the Tanana boat
launch area kept cleaner‐ there is a lot of broken glass and dog poop. Maybe some extra signs?
Maybe park cleanup day? Inspiring people to take care of the great access we have to Tanana
Lakes.
11. Have lifeguards at the outdoor lakes (Chena Lakes, Tanana Lakes). Anchorage has always had
lifeguards at their lakes. I was one of them in the early 1980s and I saved a few lives.
12. Pave the roadway to Tanana Lakes. A temporary fee to access the park could be imposed to
cover costs.
13. PLEASE install electric hook ups and water hook ups (or an easy central water fill) to camping
spots at chena lake camp grounds. Also please add a camp ground to tanana lake rec area
implementing the same amenities. The borough could make so much more money from a
simple investment and encourage more tourists to spend more time in our communities by
installing these items.
14. A winter‐only warmup shack at Tanana Lakes would be nice, especially if it has a skate‐friendly
floor.
15. Tanana lakes can u please put in a water slide
16. Tanana Lakes has been awesome with all of its activities, from winter skating, shooting range to
summer beach fun and trails. Great to have the recreation close to town.

17. Tanana lakes is crowded. I would live to see some walkable water access along the maintenance
road for dogs to swim in more secluded environment.
18. Tanana Lakes‐a day of the week when shooting range is closed
19. Warming facilities for winter activities, fresh sand at beaches, connect trails for more loops
especially at Tanana Lakes
20. We loved the outdoor skating at tanana lakes, the upkeep of the bumpy road would be nice and
make parks like the music park.
21. "Work with some really smart people to develop an anti‐swimmer's itch ""cootie"" that can keep
Tanana and Chena Lakes swimmable in the summer... ya know, when its hot out and swimming
is enjoyable (and when swimmer's itch is most prevalent).
22. You guys do a great job, first of all. We like skating at Tanana Lakes in the winter and swimming
in the summer. I know Tanana Lakes was originally designed with showers, which were cut by
the legislature. It either needs showers, or, at the very least, signage when swimmer's itch is
present. It usually goes away by mid‐July (?), but my kids have gotten it bad
23. Have local clubs do demo activities days, curling at Tanana Lakes, Nordic ski lessons.
24. I LOVE the special events at hamme pool! I'd love to see things like this at the outdoor parks in
the summer (like tanana lakes!)
25. ice fishing huts for warm up shacks.
26. More family activities at Tanana Lakes
27. Programs and activities promoting safe boating practices. Both Chena Lakes and Tanana Lakes
have easy access and rental boats, so I recommend some sort of affordable instruction programs
that teach basic skills and promote safe boating use. Similar instruction could take place on the
Chena River as well.
28. support more paddling sports like the Kayak Ultimate offered at Tanana Lakes
29. The Halloween spooky trail at Tanana Lakes was fun—more holiday themed outdoor activities.
There are a lot of fun sounding programs offered, but they seem designed for tweens and teens.
Maybe fun programs for families with young children.
30. Love the trails challenge it would be super cool if you had a hands on How to Mush program for
adults, with a little mushing included. How about a Becoming an Alaskan winter program (like
Becoming an Alaskan Woman). Mushing, snowmachining, skating, skiing, winter survival, kick
sled, avalanche awareness, ice fishing. It would be so cool. And people would pay. You could
hold it at twin bears and get some winter use out of it. Or at Tanana lakes, and use ice fishing
huts for warm up shacks.
31. As someone who grew up swimming and fishing in lakes all summer and fishing and ice skating
all winter, I think Tanana Lakes is a wonderful new recreational option in our community. I love
going there on warm summer evenings for a BBQ and a paddle around the lake. It's great to see
so many neighbors and community members spending time outdoors, enjoying the lakes, and
appreciating this park. That fact that this beautiful lake used to be a junk yard makes it even
more special.
32. Tanana Lakes is a great place for all, a Phoenix arising from an urban wasteland.
33. I love paddle boarding at Tanana Lakes, and it's only 17 minutes from my house!

34. I think the creation of Tanana Lakes Recreation Area is one of the smartest ideas Parks and Rec
has done. Taking an area that was used for an unplanned dumpsite and making it into a useful
and pleasant area was incredible.
35. I use the groomed trails at Tanana Lakes in winter for skiing and summer for walking & biking.
Access to the Lake gives me the opportunity to paddle close to town after work and not have to
set a shuttle. It's also fun to take off from the ""motorized"" lake & paddle to Tanana wayside
landing.
36. I value our parks and trails for summer and winter fun for my family, Tanana Lakes and Chena
Lakes to allow my children to practice what they learned in borough swim class, and The Big
Dipper for getting energy out in the winter months
37. I was blown away with the park areas in the Tanana Lakes area. Took out‐of‐town family out to
see the river. We loved the park.
38. It’s so important to be able to get outside in the winter in Fairbanks, and Parks & Rec makes that
not only possible, but incredibly fun! Xcountry skiing at Birch Hill, Isberg, & on the Skarland Trail,
skating at Tanana Lakes, and hockey at the outdoor rinks at the Big Dipper get me outside
enjoying our fantastic winter weather!
39. Love the trails at Chena Lakes and Tanana Lakes.
40. Some people don't realize how often they use your facilities on a regular basis. Going to a
hockey game, an expo, taking your kids to play at the park in the midnight sun, going swimming
at Tanana Lakes, sighting in your rifle before hunting season at the range, attending a local
performance in the Pioneer Park Theater, and so many facilities run by Parks and Rec. I think we
should value these benefits in our community and support them, because if they were all gone
tomorrow, we'd be very bored!
41. Tanana Lakes is an EXCELLENT park. Good job on every level!
42. Tanana Lakes Rec area is a gem in this town. Given what it was and what it is now...you all have
done such good work for this community! Let’s get some dedicated biking singletrack and really
open up the outdoor opportunities in this city!!!
43. Thank you to everyone involved in making parks and recreation facilities and services available! I
know my family of 8 very much enjoys and benefits from your work. We particularly enjoy
Tanana lake for canoeing and swimming in the summer and ice skating in the winter, Mary Siah
swimming pool, Birch hill, walking and skiing trails, Pioneer park and most every playground
Fairbanks has to offer. Thank you!
44. The borough parks keep getting better and better. I find myself using different parks year round.
I have been skiing at Birch Hill for years, and in recent years have been walking year round at
Skyline and Tanana Lakes. Each area gives me unique views of Fairbanks. I love seeing people
using these trails and the sign challenges have been great incentives. I also love lap swim at
Hamme and think the staff there is the best!
45. Tanana Lakes was super fun to fish at last summer and I'm really looking forward to more days
out there this year.
46. The triathlons last winter at Chena Lakes and Tanana Lakes got me out to use both those parks
and do winter events I had never done there. I like them so much that I then took friends to
Tanana Lakes to ski and skate, and they all liked it and have gone back.
47. We practically live at the Tanana lakes just love it!
48. With no outdoor pools in Fairbanks, Tanana Lakes and Chena Lakes are an invaluable means of
recreation in the summer.

